
COUNCIL 

 
21st September 2021 

 
Present:  
 

The Mayor, Councillor Stephen Hodgson, in 
the Chair 

 
 Councillors Agar, Allcott, A. Amos, B. Amos, 

Barnes, Bayliss, Bisset, Carver, Cleary, 
Collins, Cronin, Denham, Ditta, Geraghty, 
Gregson, Hassan, Hodges, Mrs L. Hodgson, 

Johnson, Lamb, Laurenson, Lawrance, 
Lewing, Mackay, Mitchell, Norfolk, Riaz, 

Roberts, Stafford, Stanley, Stephen and 
Udall 

 

Prior to the Council meeting, all Members of the Council 
and other persons present observed a minute’s silence to commemorate the life of 

two former City Councillors, Clifford Lord and Margaret Clutterbuck, who had sadly 
passed away recently. The Mayor paid tribute to both. Cliff Lord had been a 

Councillor from 1950 to 1955, and from 1984 to 1996, and was Mayor in 1987-88. 

He was made an Honorary Alderman in 2016. Margaret Clutterbuck was a 
Councillor from 1995 to 1999.  

 
The Mayor’s Chaplain, the Reverend Rosie Moss, offered prayers before 

commencement of the formal business of the Council. 

 
40 Apologies for Absence  

 
Apologies were received from Councillors Altaf and Griffiths. 
 

41 Declarations of Interest  
 

None. 
 

42 Minutes  

 
RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Council meeting held on 13th July 

2021 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor. 
 

43 Mayor's Communications  
 
Mayor’s Banquet 

The Mayor thanked all who had attended his Inaugural Banquet the previous 
Friday evening. He also thanked Gill Preece and the Guildhall Service Team for all 

their hard work in helping to make the event a memorable success.  
 
Titanic Exhibition 

The Mayor highlighted his recent visit the City Art Gallery and Museum with the 
Mayoress to view the Titanic: Honour and Glory exhibition.  This exhibition had 

been a great success, attracting over 20,000 visitors from across the country, 
including as far away as Leeds and Torquay. 
 

Future Events 
The Mayor highlighted a number of forthcoming events: 
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2nd October – Charter Civic Event 

10th October - Civic Service 
14th November – Remembrance Sunday 

 
Further information would follow regarding the exact details.  
 

Council Photograph 
The Mayor reminded Members that a Council photograph would take place after 

the Council Meeting. Once the photograph had been taken all Members were 
cordially invited to a Buffet Supper in the Lower Hall.  
 

400th Anniversary of the Charter of James 1st  
The Mayor explained that this year marks the 400th anniversary of the Charter of 

James I, which incorporated the City and established a Mayor. This was widely 
recognised as ‘creating’ the city of Worcester. Local organisations had been 
invited to get involved and to participate in a ‘Charter Day’ celebration on 

Saturday, 2nd October in the Guildhall. The Mayor summarised various key 
activities that were taking place to celebrate the anniversary. He then invited 

Councillor Gregson, who had worked with the Charter 400 Working Group, to 
address the Council. Councillor Gregson spoke about the history of the Charter. 
The Mayor also drew attention to the Edward Hurdman blue plaque and two 

commemorative Wentworth Pewter bowls, which were on display in the Assembly 
Room. 

 
44 Public Participation  

 
None. 
 

45 Questions  
 

The Council considered the following questions submitted in accordance with 
Council Procedure Rule 9. 
 

Question No. 1 
 

Question From: Councillor Lewing 

Question To: Councillor Marc Bayliss, Leader of the Council 

Question 
 

Hedgehog numbers have seen a sharp decline due to 
habitat loss and fragmentation with modern housing 

developments being built with impenetrable fences that 
interrupt the movement of hedgehogs in their quest to find 

food. As one of the few wild animals that happily choose to 
live alongside us and enjoy garden habitats, and noting the 
emerging policy wording in part iv of Section D in the 

SWDPR Policy 26, can we please show our support for these 
very special creatures by ensuring that hedgehog highways 

are included in all new developments, no matter what the 
size? And can we also promote the retrofitting of holes in 

existing boundaries to Worcester residents, which can be 
incorporated at very little cost, to help the hedgehogs in 
our city? 
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Answer: 
 

As part of the suite of ‘Green Infrastructure’ related policies 
in the South Worcestershire Development Plan Review, 

emerging policy number 26: Biodiversity and Geodiversity 
expects all developments to deliver measurable net gains in 

biodiversity. Enhancements for wildlife within the built 
environment will be sought where appropriate from all 
scales of development. The level of net gain required will be 

proportionate to the type, scale and impact of 
development.  

 
The Joint Advisory Panel of Members steering the SWDP 
review has considered this policy and it will be submitted to 

Place and Economic Development Committee as part of the 
package of SWDP policies for approval, prior to the public 

consultation on the SWDP next year under the Regulation 
19 process. 
 

In addition, the forthcoming Environment Bill sets out the 
government’s agenda for environmental reform, and it is 

anticipated that a mandatory percentage of biodiversity net 
gain will become law once the Bill receives Royal Assent. A 
range of biodiversity measuring tools are currently being 

produced to complement the Environmental Bill in order to 
help local authorities measure biodiversity net gain in 

planning applications.  
 
On smaller schemes, meeting net gain requirements could 

be achieved through the provision of a bird box or bat 
roosting feature, or through the creation of hedgehog 

corridors. Providing greater habitat connectivity is certainly 
one avenue towards the achievement of biodiversity net 

gain in development.  
 

Supplementary 
Question: 
 

My concern is that every time we get a planning application 
at the moment, we cannot say to a contractor and 
developer that they should do it now. The problem is that 

every single development that goes up is another barrier 
that we will have to address in the future. We have seen 

that hedgehogs are on a massive decline, so time is really 
important, and every season that the hedgehogs are not 
increasing, or even maintaining their level, is a problem. 

They an indicated species, they actually tell us about the 
quality and health of our environment, and it’s not just 

hedgehogs that will benefit from the connectivity between 
houses, you get frogs and other invertebrates that will also 
benefit. So really, what I’d like to do is promote that not 

only in future developments, but also existing ones, 
because in the city centre we’re not getting much 

development, and actually that’s where we also need to 
help the hedgehogs. 
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Answer: 
 

I don’t think I heard a question in that, Mr Mayor, but I 
understand that the Member was making a point, and I 

think it’s a very fair one. Planning is a very highly 
regulatory sector, and our powers in terms of development 

have to be guided by the legislative and regulatory 
frameworks on which we operate, including obviously the 
adopted Local Plan. So, I can’t offer her any immediate 

fixes to it, but I hope she accepts that we recognise the 
importance of biodiversity, and I’m sure that, across the 

Council, we will try and build that into our plans and 
implement those as quickly as we can. 
 

 

Question No. 2 
 

Question From: Councillor Udall 

Question To: Councillor Andy Stafford, Chair of Environment 

Committee 

Question: Will the Chair of the Environment Committee agree that 
public participation and consultation is needed prior to 

taking decisions? 
 

Answer: In short, the answer is it depends on the specific situation 
and the decision being made. 

 

Supplementary 

Question: 

St. John’s Cemetery has over 9,000 graves and is still 

operational. Many people visit it on a regular basis, and it 
has still got many years before it reaches capacity. Will he 
consult with both employees, users and visitors to the 

cemetery to consider ways in which the provision of 
services could be improved, including the re-opening of the 

toilets? Will he reconsider his decision, taken in private and 
without consultation, not to support any investment in St. 

John’s Cemetery, and will he allow a report to go to the 
Committee to consider the costs, options and solutions to 
this problem? 

 
(In response to a point of order being raised, the 

Monitoring Officer advised that any supplementary question 
must be linked to the subject matter of the initial question. 
As it would not have been possible in this case to anticipate 

the nature of the supplementary question, it was for the 
recipient to decide how to respond). 

 

Answer: Given that Councillor Udall had ample opportunity to put in 

an appropriate question, I’m happy to abide by the decision 
of the Monitoring Officer. 
 

 

Question No. 3 

 

Question From: Councillor Udall 
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Question To: Councillor Ditta, Chair of Licensing and 
Environmental Health Committee 

Question: Can the Chair of the Licensing and Environmental Health 
Committee explain why he has rejected my suggestion to 
consider a task and finish group to investigate the problems 

and concerns associated with the Worcester night-time 
economy? 

 

Answer: Worcester City has in place both a Pub Watch scheme and 

is overseen by the Police for the best part, and also by 
Worcester BID and WRS. 
 

Supplementary 
Question: 

I’m not sure I actually had an answer to the question, Mr 
Mayor, but I have spoken to many people who work in and 

use the night-time economy. They’ve raised issues of 
concern about pay, breaks, noise, racist and sexist and 

homophobic abuse, violence, safe journey time, taxi drivers 
have also raised concern about safety and abuse, 
drunkenness, and people refusing to pay their fares. So, 

why is he reluctant to investigate these issues, why is he 
reluctant to find solutions to these problems? Is he more 

concerned about preserving the profits of club and bar 
owners than the safety and welfare of the people who use 
their services or work for them? 

 

Answer: As the former Chair of the Licensing and Environmental 

Health Committee, I’m sure he knows very well that all 
these things can be discussed and briefed in the 

Committee, so I look forward to the next Committee then. 
 

 

Question No. 4 

 

Question From: Councillor Collins 

Question To: Councillor Stafford, Chair of Environment Committee 

Question: In July 2019, this Council declared a Climate Emergency 

and as a result, in February 2020 agreed a reserved budget 
of one hundred thousand pounds for environmental 
sustainability. How much of that reserved fund remains 

available to be spent? 
 

Answer: In July 2020, the Environment Committee approved a 
spend of up to £7,000 from the budget for the feasibility 

study for a Worcester City Heat Network. However, this 
funding has not been required as the Heat Network 
Delivery Unit offered to fully fund the study.  

 
In July 2021, the Environment Committee approved a 

spend of £20,000 from this budget for the Environmental 
Community Grants scheme. This scheme is to launch 
shortly and aims to spend the £20,000 by end of March, 

with the potential for a future request for further funds 
from the budget if the scheme has been successful with 
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good outcomes. 
 
In March 2021, the Environmental Sustainability Strategy 

Action Plan was agreed by the Environment Committee. 
This action plan contains a number of proposals which will 

need funding from the £100,000 budget. Examples include 
invest-to-save funding for decarbonisation of our office 
buildings, staff cycle storage and associated facilities such 

as lockers as well as biodiversity projects including Lyppard 
Ponds and improvements on waterways. 

 
Meanwhile, the Council has focused work on the key 
priority area of domestic energy efficiency improvements 

through the Green Homes Grant, of which the Council has 
secured just under £1.5m towards energy efficiency 

improvements for households on low income in the city, on 
top of the £200,000 capital funding we received in Phase 
1A. A further bid for £800,000 to spend in 2022/23 has 

been submitted as part of a consortium bid led by the 
Midlands Energy Hub.  

 
Other projects which deliver on the Environmental 
Sustainability Strategy include the £400,000 near-complete 

installation of rapid chargepoints in St Martin’s Gate car 
park and the £4.5m for active travel allocated in the Towns 

Investment Plan. We also have allocations for battery 
powered equipment for use by staff in Environmental 
Operations, and a winter tree planting programme. 

  

Supplementary 

Question: 

On one hand, I’m pleased we’re spending that money 

prudently. On the other hand, we appear too cautious in 
the face of the climate crisis. We’re not acting with 

sufficient scale or urgency and we’re going no further in the 
end, or barely any further or faster than national policy, 

despite having set ourselves higher goals.  
 
The trends are clear, the city of Manchester have led the 

way with active travel, we could have supported the County 
Council by pushing for a strategic plan for city-wide walking 

and cycling networks. We already help improve their homes 
to save energy, but we only help people with particular 
needs. Research shows that local councils are trusted. We 

could offer a home insulation one stop shop, providing 
advice and installation, making it easy for any resident to 

insulate their home, even if they rent. We should do these 
things now. Will the Member join me in urgently pursuing 
these measures?  

 

Answer: I’m happy to look at any proposals for use of the budget. I 

think the objective of the £100,000 was always to try and 
leverage it, to use it to attract additional funding, certainly 

that’s where the focus has been, and it’s been incredibly 
successful, resulting in the £2.5m potential just on Green 
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Home grants. The action plan we have, we could easily 
spend that budget many times over, so I think we do have 
to be prudent on how we do spend it, to ensure that it’s 

spent on the most effective measures. But I’m always 
open, and the process at the Environment Committee is 

open, for any suggestions or any ideas of how to make the 
most of that budget. 
 

 

Question No. 5 
 

Question From: Councillor Norfolk 

Question To: Councillor Ditta, Chair of Licensing and 
Environmental Health Committee 

Question: June marked the second anniversary of the city-wide AQMA 
declaration. The impact of COVID and the reduction of 

traffic across the city had a positive effect on pollution 
across the city and WRS in June confirmed what we all 

knew, traffic is the main cause of pollution in 
Worcestershire. What measures can be implemented to 
enable a continuation of the low levels now that COVID 

restrictions have eased? 
 

Answer: As a Council, we’re currently developing an Air Quality 
Action Plan, which is for 2021, and this will be reported to 

the Licensing and Environmental Health Committee in 
December. 
 

Supplementary 
Question: 

The British Medical Journal recently published a study which 
concluded that prolonged exposure to pollutants, even at 

levels lower than the World Health Organisation’s 
guidelines, had a poor impact on all of our health. Does he 

agree with the former M.P. for Hexham, Alan Amos, who 
claimed that everybody has the right to choose which 

poisons to breathe? In which case, what about our 
residents’ rights to choose the poisons that they breathe? 
 

Answer: As I pointed out at the last Committee, which the Member 
was on, he asked and I thought I’d given an accurate 

answer, but nevertheless, this Government has very gladly 
implemented £9m for air quality grants this year, which 

we’ll be sharing and I’m developing that with officers and 
the Committee. We will further develop that, and it will be 
reported to the Committee shortly, I’m sure you’ll be 

delighted to know.  
 

 

Question No. 6 

 

 

Question From: Councillor Norfolk 

Question To: Councillor Marc Bayliss, Leader of the Council 

Question: On 21st July the Worcester News reported the Leader of the 

Council saying that a bid for City of Culture 2025 was not 
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considered this time for similar reasons as the 2021 bid. 
How and when was the decision not to make a bid arrived 
at given that at a recent Place and Economic Development 

Committee meeting, Members were told that the bid had 
not been an agenda item on any meeting attended by 

officers? 
 

Answer: No formal decision on this matter was made by any 
Committee to the best of my knowledge, Mr Mayor. 
 

Supplementary 
Question: 

I refer back to my original question, which said that on 21st 
July, the Worcester News reported the Leader of the 

Council saying the City of Culture 2025 was not being 
considered this time for similar reasons as the 2021 bid. In 

2014, when this Council decided to apply for the 2021 City 
of Culture, the LEP, local business and cultural 
organisations were enthusiastic about the idea. In 2015, 

after a change in the balance of power of the Council, 
disappointingly the Council decided not to proceed with an 

application. Recently, Visit Worcester has announced a 
consultation, inviting residents to contribute to a five-year 
cultural strategy. Worcester is amongst the top 5 most 

cultural cities in the country, and during Covid the High 
Street bucked the trend with regards to visitors. The Town 

Centre Fund and the Arches Project will enhance the city, 
encouraging even more visitors. When I joined this Council, 
both the Leader of the Council and the MD went to great 

lengths to assure new Members that the Committees are in 
place to allow all Councillors to participate in the decision-

making process. It is therefore disappointing that   
Members first found out about this decision through the 
press. Given the Government’s commitment to Worcester, 

as well as the enthusiasm from the LEP and others in 2014, 
is there any value in preparing now for a bid in 2025 for 

2029? 
 

Answer: I think we got a question in the end. There was no formal 
decision. I’m a great advocate of the committee system, 
and of course the Constitution enshrines the rights of the 

Chairman and the Vice-Chairman, who come from different 
parties under the Constitution, to put anything on the 

agenda. Had you wished, or your group wished to put 
anything on the agenda, there was a meeting of the PED 
Committee on the 7th June. As I’m sure the Chair would 

say, of course you were welcome to put anything on the 
agenda. To the best of my knowledge, and I’ve spoken to 

the Chairman, no such call was made.  
 

My personal view was asked by the Worcester News, and I 
did give it. I didn’t think at that time that, given we were in 
the middle of a vaccines programme and our Covid 

recovery, and we were preparing for the final submission of 
our Towns Fund, that the management capacity of this 
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organisation was there to be able to prepare a successful 
and strong bid at this point. But, you know, you never say 
never in this game, so if Councillors and this Council 

resolves that they want to make a bid for the 2029 one, 
you should bring it through the committee system and ask 

the PED Committee to look at it. We will of course then be 
armed with the Cultural Strategy, which is one of the 
reasons we weren’t prepared at that point to put in a strong 

bid. That will be ready by the end of the year and will 
obviously put us in a better position. 

 

 

Question No. 7 
 

Question From: Councillor Udall 

Question To: Councillor Ditta, Chair of Licensing and 

Environmental Health Committee 

Question: On Friday 3rd September, at New Road Cricket Ground, an 

event called "Jo Whiley's 90's Anthems" took place.  I 
understand it was a complete success and hundreds of 
people enjoyed the event.  The music ended at midnight 

and the after party went on until 2am.  Can the Chair of the 
Licensing and Environmental Health Committee confirm if 

any noise complaints were received by Environmental 
Health Officers, if so, how many?  Also, if the venue has 

adequate licences for such an event? 
 

Answer: I’ve asked Worcester Regulatory Services to confirm, there 

were 12 complaints made during this event taking place, 
and more to the point, the event was appropriately 

licensed. 
 

Supplementary 
Question: 

The event in question did divide opinion in St. Johns. Many 
people enjoyed the music, and it could be heard all over St. 

Johns, with many people complimenting the event and 
listening to the music in their back gardens. Others were 
not so happy. They were upset, especially those who live so 

close to New Road, like the residents who live in the 
highrise flats at Clements Close. They had no prior warning 

that the music would be so loud and go on so late. Can he 
ensure the licence is reviewed, and the Cricket Club 
receives advice about future events to ensure local 

residents are informed in advance and warned about any 
potential disturbance? And if the Club can be given advice 

and made to take measures to reduce the impact of any 
noise and noise pollution an any future events? 
 

Answer: Yes, Mr Mayor. 
 

 

Question No. 8 

 

Question From: Councillor Lamb 
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Question To: Councillor Baylis, Leader of the Council 

Question: On the 15th September Parliament voted 253 to nothing on 

a non-binding Labour motion to cancel the £20 per week 
cut to Universal Credit due to take effect next month.  
 

One brave Tory rebel, Peter Aldous, warned: "We have a 
duty and a responsibility to protect those on the lowest 

incomes and the most vulnerable in society. All the 
evidence shows that a sudden reduction in income of this 
magnitude will hit a lot of people very hard." 

 
Despite even the Government’s own analysis showing the 

cut will not only hit the poorest in society but also suck 
spending out of our hard-pressed local high streets, it is 
clear they will be ignoring the vote.  

 
Can the Leader of the Council tell me how many people in 

Worcester will be worse off as a result of this cut? 
 

Answer: The Government introduced a temporary increase in the 
Standard Allowance for Universal Credit of £20 per week in 
March 2020. This allowance was extended for a further six 

months in April 2021 and is due to cease on 6th October. 
 

It is not possible from the data provided by DWP to 
determine how many of these are affected by the change 
in the calculation of Universal Credit payments as this 

depends upon earnings and other deductions from the 
Standard Allowance. 

 

Supplementary 

Question: 

I think I read in the Guardian today that nationally 

800,000 people would be worse off across the country as a 
result of this cut. What we have in Worcester is that 
families could be facing a quadruple whammy of this cut, 

rising food prices, rising fuel bills and higher national 
insurance contributions. 

 
Now, the Leader of the Council may recall that when the 
Work and Pensions Secretary Therese Coffey was asked 

how many hours the average universal credit recipient 
would need to work to make up the £20 per week cut, she 

said 2 hours. This completely incorrect response revealed 
a complete ignorance, both of the system and of the 
impact on hard working families. Boris Johnson refused to 

even answer the question when asked at Prime Minister’s 
question time, and I suspect we know why. 

 
Now is the opportunity, Mr Mayor, for the Tory Party to get 

the answer right. Can the Leader of the Council tell us 
approximately how many hours of universal credit 
recipients in Worcester will need to work extra to 

compensate for this Tory cut, and whether he has any 
other bright ideas for the poorest in our city? 
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Answer: I’m not going to give him and answer on the number the 

hoof, of course not, and again he’s not asked for that in 
the original question. But what I would tell him is that we 
debated this policy at length before that last Election, 

when his party unfortunately lost seats and this party 
gained seats.  

 
But, on this important issue, I think the Government was 
right, the Conservative Government was right to introduce 

this £20 rise. It was right to extend it for a further six 
months and if I was the Minister responsible for it, I would 

consider extending it again at this point, because I think 
we are not out of the impact of Covid, we are seeing the 
impact of universal credit and the impact on jobs 

continuing. So, I would ask the Government, and I have 
asked Ministers, to look at again at this cut at this time.  

 
That’s not just good knockabout, I know Matt, I hope you 
will appreciate it’s a more sensitive answer. 

 

 

Question No. 9 
 

Question From: Councillor Lamb 

Question To: Councillor Stanley, Chair of Communities Committee 

Question: Will the Chair of Communities Committee join me in 
congratulating Emma Raducanu for her stunning victory in 

the US Open Tennis Championship? Her victory is an 
inspiration to us all and will hopefully serve in encouraging 

more people to take up the sport. What can be done in this 
city to help Worcester produce its own Emma in the future? 

 

Answer: I would certainly like to take this opportunity to join him in 

congratulating Emma Raducanu on her recent victory in the 
US Open Tennis Championships. Members I’m sure will 
have had their own particular sporting heroes through 

childhood, and indeed adulthood, inspirational figures 
whose exploits drive many to take up sport and fulful their 

own potential, albeit usually at a level far below that of 
Emma Raducanu.  
 

I am confident that Members will be pleased to learn that 
Freedom Leisure have been in close contact with the Lawn 

Tennis Association, and a number of significant initiatives 
have emerged from those discussions.  
 

The detail I won’t read out now, but I’m perfectly happy for 
Officers to relay that information to Members in the usual 

fashion. But suffice to say there are opportunities there for 
women and girls, and schoolchildren, to take advantage of 
the facilities that we have available in Worcester, and I for 

one am really glad that is the case. 



 21st September 2021 12 

 
 

 
As an aside, Members will be I’m sure delighted to discover 
that my colleague Councillor Mitchell, working with Oldbury 

Park Primary, has used part of his own Councillor Ward 
Fund to offer children at the school free tennis camps 

during the school holidays, an initiative much more likely to 
result in children taking tennis to a higher level than, I 
would argue, indulging in a photo opportunity for Twitter 

followers. 
 

Supplementary 
Question: 

It was good to hear the reference to free tennis, because 
will the Chair agree with me that the first step in 

encouraging tennis in the city is to widen the opportunity 
for free tennis, to ensure the broadest range can access it, 
rich or poor, young and old, or indeed my colleague 

Councillor Richard Udall?  
 

At the moment we have wonderful new courts in 
Cripplegate Park in St. John’s, which are clearly underused 
with limited free tennis and a difficult booking system. 

Emma learned to play on a free public tennis court when 
she was 4. How will any 4 year old girl in Worcester learn 

to play when she can’t afford a place? 
 

Answer: To just reiterate a couple of points I made in the initial 
response, there will be a number of opportunities, 
particularly for women and girls, to gain further experience 

and to play be taught to play tennis as a result of the 
initiatives that are coming forward now following the 

discussions between Freedom Leisure and the Lawn Tennis 
Association. He will be aware, as I’m sure everyone in this 
room is aware, that we have a commercial contract with 

Freedom Leisure which we can’t tweak halfway through or 
at any point until we get to the end of it. We have a legal 

obligation to that contract, and we also have an obligation 
to those members of the public who have actually bought 
memberships. But, as a principle, I am absolutely 

committed to a wider range of Worcester residents having 
the opportunity to learn and enjoy tennis, and to use the 

facilities we have on offer. 
 

 
46 Notice of Motion  

 

The Council considered the following Notices of Motion, which had been submitted 
in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 8: 

 
Carbon Tax 

 
Concentrations of CO2 in the atmosphere continue to rise despite international 
agreements. Whilst targets can serve a purpose, what has been lacking are 

mechanisms to drive down emissions quickly. Crucially, this means a Carbon Tax, 
given that ‘Cap and Trade’ systems have failed to drive the change we need. 
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The moral and economic case for such a tax rests on the ‘polluter pays’ principle: 
 

• Currently the costs of climate breakdown are not born by the industries and 
activities that are causing the damage but by people and communities coming 
under increasing pressure and danger. As The Economist leader states 

(17/7/21); ‘The opportunity to pollute the atmosphere without penalty is … a 
kind of distorting subsidy’. 

 
• A Carbon Tax, set at the right level, will drive fossil fuel burning out of the 

economy and promote investment in clean alternatives. 

 
• Applied at the border it will have the same effect internationally. 

 
A Carbon Tax will produce a dividend that can be used to ensure a just transition 
for communities facing rapid change, as well as to help communities around the 

world adapt to the inevitable change and disruption that climate breakdown is 
already bringing. 

 
This approach is supported by a broad coalition of NGOs and civil society groups 
and was recently included in a set of proposals from the European Commission. 

COP26 should establish an international carbon tax framework, but if this doesn’t 
happen, the UK and other countries wishing to show leadership should introduce 

their own carbon taxes. By including a border tax adjustment this can drive other 
economies to follow suit. 

 
Therefore to support our previously agreed Climate Emergency Declaration, 
Council resolves to support calls for a Carbon Tax by mandating the Managing 

Director to write to Robin Walker MP, to Alok Sharma, President of COP26, and to 
the Prime Minister, calling for the UK to: 

 
1. propose an international carbon tax framework to the COP; the tax to be 
applied to imports as well as to domestic production 

 
2. Introduce a UK-wide carbon tax by the end of 2022. 

 
The proposer, Councillor Stephen and the seconder, Councillor Laurenson, both 
spoke in support of the Motion. Other Members spoke on the Motion, following 

which the Motion was put to the vote. 
 

In accordance with Council Procedure Rule 7.2 a named vote was requested and 
supported by four Members. On being put to the vote the Motion was lost. 
 

 
 

 
 

For: 
Councillors 

Against: 
Councillors 

Abstain:  
Councillors 

Allcott, Bisset, 
Laurenson, Lawrance, 
Lewing, Stephen 

A. Amos, B.  Amos, 
Bayliss, Carver, 
Cleary, Ditta, 

Geraghty, Hassan, 

Agar, Barnes, 
Collins, Cronin, 
Denham, 

Gregson, 
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Mrs L.  Hodgson, S. 
Hodgson, Johnson, 
Mackay, Mitchell, 

Roberts, Stafford, 
Stanley 

Hodges, Lamb, 
Norfolk, Riaz, 
Udall 

Total: 6 Total: 16 Total: 11 

 

Worcester - A Cleaner and More Pleasant City  
 

The people of Worcester want to live in neighbourhoods that are litter free. Clean 
public spaces can stimulate economic investment, tourism and attract people to a 
community to live, work and socialise.   

The amount of litter in the city annoys residents and visitors and places a 
significant burden on the council. The current bin review is welcome but it does 

not go far enough. 
 
With an increase in the amount of food and drink being consumed 'on the go’ 

there is an increasing amount of packaging being dropped on our streets and it is 
often concentrated in hot spots near where the item was purchased. The 

government's litter strategy advocates that to tackle this councils need to 
influence behaviour and work alongside businesses of all kinds.  
 

Other councils have adopted various strategies to reduce littering that have met 
with a fair degree of success. In Kent, under a voluntary code, local businesses 

undertake to keep the area around their premises free of litter and display anti-
littering posters. in Essex, all 14 authorities have taken part in a collaborative 
‘Love Essex’ campaign involving the police, the councils and McDonald’s, Coca 

Cola and Domino’s aimed at making it socially unacceptable to drop litter and this 
has resulted in a 41% drop in fast-food littering. The ‘Love Clean Streets’ app was 

developed by Lewisham and allows people to easily report rubbish - it has 
improved clean-up rates to environmental problems whilst reducing the costs of 
reporting to the council. Rochford council has developed ‘Bin it for Good’ where 

people are encouraged to use the bins by linking the amount collected with 
donations to local charities.  

 
This motion proposes that officers explore and recommend options for 
consideration by the Council’s Environment Committee for a new collaborative 

strategy that will encourage the use of the bins. 
 

The proposer, Councillor Lewing and the seconder, Councillor Bisset, both spoke in 
support of the Motion. Other Members spoke on the Motion, following which the 

Motion was put to the vote. The Motion was agreed and it was 
 
RESOLVED: That the Council request officers explore and recommend 

options for consideration by the Council’s Environment Committee for a 
new collaborative strategy that will encourage the use of the bins. 

 
Health and Well-being Committee 
 

Given the recent constitutional changes approved by Council in May, and 
specifically the creation of a new Health & Well-being Committee, it is proposed 

Council agree that: 
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 Issues relating to the implementation of the child poverty working group 

recommendations and budget be referred to the Health & Well-being 
Committee; and 

 
 That Council notes and agrees that issues including but not limited to, 

outreach services, drug and alcohol counselling and mental health well-

being, relating to the health and well-being of the homeless also fall within 
the scope of the Health & Well-being Committee. 

 
The Monitoring Officer is authorised to amend the Responsibility for Functions, 
Part 3 of the Constitution, to clarify these items as being within the remit of the 

Health & Well-being Committee. 
 

The proposer, Councillor Mitchell, spoke in support of the Motion, which was 
seconded by Councillor Johnson. There were no other speakers. On being put to 
the vote, the Motion was agreed and it was 

 
RESOLVED: That the Council agree: 

 
1. That issues relating to the implementation of the child poverty 

working group recommendations and budget shall be referred to the 

Health & Well-being Committee;  
 

2. That issues including but not limited to, outreach services, drug and 
alcohol counselling and mental health well-being, relating to the 

health and well-being of the homeless also fall within the scope of the 
Health & Well-being Committee; and 

 

3. To authorise the Monitoring Officer to amend the Responsibility for 
Functions, Part 3 of the Constitution, to clarify these items as being 

within the remit of the Health & Well-being Committee. 
 

47 Report from the Relevant Committee on Matters which are Referred to 

Council for Decision  
 

The Council received reports on matters which by law or in accordance with the 
Constitution are referred to Council for decision. 
 

48 Referral Report from Place and Economic Development Committee - Local 
Development Scheme 2021 - 2024  

 
The Council considered a referral report from the Chair of the Place and Economic 
Development Committee. 

 
 

 
The National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) stated that the Local 
Development Scheme (LDS) should be reviewed at least annually.  The 

Committee had considered a revised LDS at its meeting on 6th September 2021. 
In summary, it included the following main changes: 

 
• Updates to the timetable of the South Worcestershire Development Plan 

Review (SWDP Review) work programme.  
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• Updates to the timetable of the Travellers and Travelling Showpeople Site 

Allocations Development Plan Document (DPD). 
• Updates to the positions of Neighbourhood Plans and Minerals and Waste 

Planning.  
• Updates to the Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) to reflect the 

removal of the temporary measures previously applied relating to consultation 

methods as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs L. Hodgson and seconded by Councillor Hodges 
and on being put to the vote it was agreed and 
 

RESOLVED: That the Council agree: 
 

1. To approve the Local Development Scheme (LDS) 2021-2024 set out 
at Appendix 1 and for the LDS to come into effect from 1stOctober 
2021; and 

 
2. That delegated authority is given to the Corporate Director, Planning 

& Governance in consultation with the Chair and Vice Chair of Place 
and Economic Development Committee to make minor amendments to 
the LDS prior to publication.  

 
49 Referral Report from Policy and Resources Committee - Member 

Champions  
 

The Council considered a referral report from the Chair of the Policy and 
Resources Committee. 
 

At February’s Council, Members supported a Motion to appoint a Children and 
Young People’s Member Champion with a remit that includes an annual report to 

Council on how the City Council is meeting its commitment to children and young 
people.   
 

At its meeting on 7th September 2021, in accordance with the Council’s approach 
to appointments of outside bodies and previous appointments to Champion and 

Lead Member roles, the Policy and Resources Committee agreed to appoint 
Councillor Lamb to the role of Children and Young People’s Champion.  
 

As part of its consideration of this appointment, the Committee considered 
proposed terms of reference for Member Champions which had been drafted by 

the Monitoring Officer. There was some discussion about the process for reporting 
back to Council and about the term of office for Member Champions.  
 

 
 

Having reviewed the terms of reference, the Committee agreed some 
modifications to reflect the points raised in the discussion. The revised terms of 
reference were appended to the report for the Council to consider and agree for 

adoption into the Constitution. 
 

It was proposed by Councillor Bayliss and seconded by Councillor Gregson and on 
being put to the vote it was agreed and 
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RESOLVED: That the Council agree the terms of reference for Member 

Champions set out in Appendix 1 and authorises the Monitoring Officer to 
make the necessary changes to the Constitution. 

 
50 Report from the Leader of the Council on any matters which he is of the 

opinion require urgent consideration by The Council  

 
None. 

 
51 Any Exempt Issues  

 

None. 
 

 
 
Duration of the meeting: 7.00p.m. – 8.52p.m. 

 
 

 
 

Chair at the meeting on 

30th November 2021 


